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unless an act is willed, not because it is simply more pleasurable than another, but 
because it " ought " to be done, it has no moral character. In insisting upon the ne- 
cessity of determining by reason which of several causes ought to be followed, or is con- 
sistent witb the pure idea of duty, Kant has at least touched the central point of mo- 
rality. It is true that, in separating absolutely between reason and desire, Kant has 
made it impossible to deduce specific laws of duty ; but if we assume, as he virtually 
does, that the only problem of ethics is to explain the ground of moral obligation, we 
must place it where he does — in a universal law of reason. Dr. Schurman, however, 
is no doubt right in saying that morality " is not incompatible with a principle that 
differs from the formal law, in that it has a content, but agrees with it in that it is of 
universal extension " (p. 57) ; and that " when man no longer follows blindly his selfish 
appetites and desires, but acts rationally in accordance with the idea he has of his own 
worth and dignity as man, then his will is good, for it i3 the unhampered service of 
reason " (p. 62). 

In the remarks just made, which have been directed mainly to points of difference, 
I am conscious of having conveyed a very inadequate idea of the suggestive character 
of Dr. Schurman's work; but enough has perhaps been said to show that his essay is 
well worthy of careful study. The second part, containing a searching criticism of Mr. 
Spencer's ethical theory, brings out, with great clearness, many of the imperfections 
which beset the evolutionist ethics of that philosopher. John Watson. 
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